
2024 
CCSA Year in Review

Your Support is Shaping the  
Future of Cardiovascular Care
Dear Donors, Volunteers, and Members,

Thank you!

Your generosity, time, and belief in our Academy have made 2024 a  
remarkable year. I’m excited to share how your support has impacted  
our trainees and students.

Through our Trainee Review Programs (TRPs), 111 trainees were prepared for their Royal College Exam! 
Many of you will remember the stress of this pivotal exam. Your support has eased that journey for them.

We also received 62 applications for the 2024 Have a Heart Bursary Program. While all applicants were 
highly deserving, we could only fund 10 exceptional students to attend the Canadian Cardiovascular 
Congress this year. These future leaders left inspired to pursue careers in cardiovascular medicine  
and science.

Watch a Video About the CCSA Below!
A heartfelt thank you to the 50+ mentors who guided our 
trainees and students at the Annual Networking Luncheon 
at CCC. Your wisdom and support are shaping their futures.

Our Board of Directors is engaged and proud of our successes. 
We look forward to 2025, when we will continue to provide 
top-tier programming while focusing on the goals of the 
Academy which will include a focus on Early Career members.

Hope you will give this Year in Review report a glance for a 
complete update on all our program successes we achieved 
with your help.

I hope you’ll continue to support our mission. Together, we can expand our programs, empower more 
trainees, and drive innovation in cardiovascular care.

Kind regards,

Martin Gardner, MD, FCCS

CCSA President

Support the next generation of  

cardiovascular healthcare professionals.

https://my.ccs.ca/CCSMembers/CCSMembers/Donate/Donate.aspx?hkey=02b1e352-64dd-4401-8dbd-33d492bd38d8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FI3xz-fm3mk


Trainee Review Programs 
(TRPs)

TRPs help trainees prepare for the rigorous 
RCPSC exams. The Cardiac Surgery TRP 
was held in Montreal in February 2024, 
followed by the Pediatric Cardiology TRP 
virtually and at the Canadian Cardiovascular 
Congress in Vancouver in October.  
The Adult Cardiology TRP was then held  
in Toronto at the end of November.

Have a Heart  
Bursary Program

This travel bursary sends promising Canadian 
medical students, graduates, post-graduate 
trainees, and basic scientists-in-training  
to the Canadian Cardiovascular Congress, 
which was held in Vancouver from  
October 24-27 this year.

Watch video testimonials

111 trainees and 

49 faculty  
participated this year

10 recipients  
attended  

CCC 2024

23 
YEARS

The 2024 Have a Heart Bursary recipients with CCSA President  
Dr. Martin Gardner

>

1,694  
trainees  

since 2006

CCSA Board of Directors – 2024-2025

Dr. Martin Gardner 
President

Dr. Nisar Huq 
Past-President

Dr. Brian Potter 
Secretary Treasurer

Dr. Santokh Dhillon 
Director

Dr. Laurie-Anne Boivin-Proulx 
Trainee Representative

Dr. William McIntyre 
Early Career Representative

https://ccs.ca/have-a-heart-bursary-program/
https://ccs.ca/have-a-heart-bursary-program/


2.5 days of  
programming

455  
student/trainee  

attendees

8 
YEARS

Dr. Charles Kerr Award

This award is presented annually to up to three residents who embody Dr. Kerr’s legacy as  
a humanitarian, encouraging and advocating for those in need.  

Watch video testimonials

About the CCSA

The Canadian Cardiovascular Society Academy (CCSA) is a charitable 
organization that celebrated its 25th anniversary this year and which 
delivers unique programs and services to cardiovascular trainees 
from the moment they begin specialized training through to their 
first years of employment. The CCSA provides support for medical 
students, prospective cardiovascular specialists, scientists-in-training 
and current cardiovascular trainees as a means of encouraging the 
continuation of a strong cardiovascular sector in the future. Donations 
from individuals and organizations provide the necessary funding to 
expand existing and develop new CCSA programs.

Trainee Program at CCC  
& Networking Luncheon

The cardiovascular trainee program at 
CCC offers hands-on skill labs, as well as 
educational sessions in research, cardiac 
surgery, cardiology, and personal/career 
development.

Thank you to our 50+ mentors

Supported by

Alexandra Taylor Rachel Wamboldt Kai Yi Wu

Support the next generation of  

cardiovascular healthcare professionals.

>

Thank you!

Donations from  
supporters like you 
make our valued CCSA 
programs possible. 

See our donors on  
the CCS website.

https://ccs.ca/dr-charles-kerr-award/
https://my.ccs.ca/CCSMembers/CCSMembers/Donate/Donate.aspx?hkey=02b1e352-64dd-4401-8dbd-33d492bd38d8
https://cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/8663.html
https://ccs.ca/dr-charles-kerr-award/
https://ccs.ca/ccsa-donors/

