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the Canadian Cardiovasclar Society Academy is a 
charitable organization that was created in 2000 
by the Canadian Cardiovascular Society.

the CCSA provides cardiovascular trainees with 
unique programs and services from the moment  
they begin specialized training through to the first 
years of employment. the Academy has chosen 
to focus on providing support for medical students, 
prospective cardiovascular specialists, scientists in 
training and current cardiovascular trainees as a 
means of encouraging the continuation of a strong 
cardiovascular sector in the future.

Donations from individuals and organizations provide  
the necessary funding to develop new and expand 
existing valued CCSA programs.

Canadian Cardiovascular Society Academy

222 Queen Street, Suite 1403

ottawa, ontario K1p 5V9

toll Free: 877-569-3407 ext. 402
www.ccs.ca  ccsa@ccs.ca
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I can say with absolute confidence that the 
CCSA is making an impact in the lives of our 
cardiovascular trainees.

As I prepare to step down from my role as president of the Canadian Cardiovascular 
Society Academy (CCSA), a position that I have held proudly for three years, I find myself 
reflecting on the goals of the Academy. I ask myself whether the CCSA is achieving the 
goals that we have set out to achieve, and whether we are making a difference for our 
members, the cardiovascular profession and Canadians. 

I can say with absolute confidence that the CCSA is making an impact in the lives of our 
cardiovascular trainees. I’m proud of our unique programs which contribute to shaping 
our future cardiovascular workforce and health of Canadians.  For example, many past 
Have a Heart Bursary recipients have pursued cardiovascular medicine or research and 
all participating trainees have found the Trainee Review Programs to be a valuable tool 
in helping them to prepare for the Royal College exam. The Trainee Day at the Canadian  
Cardiovascular Congress (CCC)  is a popular forum for networking and advanced 
workshops which address the specific needs of trainees.

Looking forward, the CCSA is eagerly discussing ways to make an even larger impact 
in coming years. At our board meeting in May 2013, we had a strategic planning session 
facilitated by past Canadian Cardiovascular Society (CCS) president, Lyall Higginson. 
We re-affirmed our mission to advance cardiovascular health primarily through education. 
We will continue to offer our current programs and services that are so highly valued 
by trainees for the next two years until the CCS completes its strategic planning.  
Other potential areas of CCSA involvement identified through our member survey 
include public awareness programs, particularly among high risk populations, grants 
for fellowship training, cardiovascular innovation symposia and web-based self-assessment  
programs. A larger impact will only be possible with increased member support.  
I encourage all CCS/CCSA members to donate just a few dollars to help the CCSA 
attain its goals and continue to make a meaningful difference to our great profession 
and to Canadians.

I wish to take this opportunity to thank my colleagues on the CCSA Board, the CCSA 
volunteers who have graciously donated their time and leadership to run our programs, 
the wonderful CCSA staff, especially Linda Palmer and you, our donors for your  
continued support. 

Sincerely,

Bibiana Cujec, MD 
CCSA President

message  
From the 
President

CCsa 
Board 
memBers

Dr. Bibiana Cujec,  
president

Dr. Anne Gillis,  
past president

Dr. Robert Sheldon,  
Secretary/treasurer

Dr. Michael Froeschl,  
Member

Dr. Gabor Gyenes,  
Member

Mr. edmund King,  
Member

Dr. Blair o’neill,  
Member

Dr. Brian potter,  
trainee Representative

Dr. Heather Ross,  
Member

Dr. Christopher Simpson, 
Member

Dr. Mario talajic,  
Member

Ms. Anne Ferguson,  
executive Director 
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2013 adult  
Cardiology  
trainee review 
Program 

the eighth offering of the Adult Cardiology 

trainee Review program was held April 26–28,  

2013 in toronto. there were 60 out of 70 

third-year trainees in attendance along with 

12 Faculty. the program serves as a valuable 

opportunity for third-year Adult Cardiology 

residents to prepare for the Royal College of 

physicians and Surgeons of Canada fellowship 

examination. 

We would like to thank the Adult Cardiology 

tRp planning Committee members who vol-

unteered their time and provided leadership 

in developing and delivering this program:

2013 Adult Cardiology TRP Faculty

Dr. Michael Froeschl, Chair 

Dr. nisha D’Mello

Dr. Michael Freeman 

Dr. Chris Glover 

Dr. Chris Johnson 

Dr. evan lockwood 

Dr. Donald palisaitis 

Dr. Sarah Ramer 

Dr. Dylan taylor 

Dr. nicholas Valletas 

Dr. Mathieu Walker 

Dr. Mathieu Bernier (Absent from photo)

the date and location for the 2014 Adult Cardiology 

Trainee Review Program are to be confirmed.

2013 PediatriC  
Cardiology  
trainee review 
Program 

the seventh pediatric Cardiology trainee 

Review program was held May 3–5, 2013 

at the Hospital for Sick Children in toronto. 

this year, there were 11 attendees repre-

senting programs from edmonton, toronto, 

ottawa, and Montreal. 

the CCS and CCSA wish to thank the pedi-

atric Cardiology tRp planning Committee for 

putting together this outstanding program and 

for contributing their time to its success:

2013 Pediatric Cardiology TRP Faculty

Dr. Kenny Wong, Chair 

Dr. Jennifer Conway

Dr. Julie Déry

Dr. Andreea Dragulescu

Dr. Martin Hosking

Dr. lillian lai

Dr. Jennifer Russell

the date and location of the 2014 pediatric Cardiology 

trainee Review program will be announced shortly.

2013 CardiaC  
surgery  
trainee review 
Program

the seventh Cardiac Surgery trainee Review 

program was held March 22 and 23, 2013 in 

Montreal. there were 13 cardiac surgery 

residents in attendance, of which eight were 

scheduled to write the exam this year. the 

program was also opened to fifth year trainees  
and provided them with much appreciated  

exposure to the oral examination process.

the CCS and CCSA wish to extend a gen-

uine thank you to faculty members for their 

contribution and for providing an outstanding  

learning opportunity for Canada’s cardiac 

surgery trainees: 

2013 Cardiac Surgery TRP Faculty

Dr. Frédéric Jacques, Chair

Dr. Vincent Chan

Dr. Anson Cheung

Dr. Ismail el-Hamamsy 

Dr. edward Hickey 

Dr. Hugues Jeanmart

Dr. Roy Masters

Dr. Mackenzie Quantz

the date and location of the 2014 Cardiac Surgery 

trainee Review program will be announced shortly.

trainee 
review  
Programs

the CCS/CCSA trainee Review programs (tRps) were established in 2006 after 

CCS trainees identified the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada 
(RCpSC) fellowship examination preparation as a critical milestone in the transition 

from school to work. the tRps provide trainees with realistic exposure to the  

examination process and offer an opportunity for feedback from faculty. the 

programs test their knowledge and exam writing skills and provide an overview of 

all aspects of the exam. In addition, tRps provide trainees the valuable opportunity 

to network with program faculty and fellow trainees from across Canada. 
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the Have a 

Heart Bursary  
Program 
the Have a Heart Bursary program, now in its twelfth year, is a travel bursary program 

designed to introduce promising young Canadian medical students, graduate students, 

post-graduate trainees and basic scientists-in-training to the cardiovascular field in Canada. 
this program supports approximately 20 students annually to participate in the Canadian 

Cardiovascular Congress (CCC).

“The Have a Heart Bursary breakfast was a 
fabulous opportunity to network with the 
role-models and mentors I hope to emulate in 
the future. Their inspiring advice helped open 
my eyes to the enormous growth and potential 
available in cardiovascular medicine in Canada.  
I truly am in debt to the CCSA for this  
remarkable experience and the stepping stones 
towards a bright future.” 
Debraj Das, 2012 Have a Heart Bursary Recipient
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2012 Have  

a Heart  
Bursary 
reCiPients

Congratulations  
to the 2012  
Have a Heart  
Bursary program 
Recipients:

Martin Aguilar (Montréal, QC)

Daniel Anselm (Kingston, on)

Kyle Arsenault (Dundas, on)

Romain Capoulade  
(Québec, QC)

Debraj Das (edmonton, AB)

Riya Ganguly (Winnipeg, MB)

nitan Garg (ottawa, on)

Marlena Habal (toronto, on)

Kim lachance (Montréal, QC)

pencilla lang (london, on)

Xavier lieben louis  
(Winnipeg, MB)

Hanbin lin (Saskatoon, SK)

Yingwei liu (ottawa, on)

Anna Meredith (Vancouver, BC)

prabhakara nagareddy  
(new York, nY)

Kieran Quinn (Kingston, on)

Francisco Ramirez (ottawa, on)

trevor Simard (ottawa, on)

erica tsang (Vancouver, BC)

Vishal Varshney (Calgary, AB)



“Trainee day, year after year, is an excellent  
forum for learning – not just because  
programming is interesting and relevant but 
because it is the perfect time and place to  
network with both my colleagues, and the 
highly accomplished staff who present the  
sessions every year.” 
Sanjog Kalra, 2013 Trainee Day Co-chair

The Annual Canadian Cardiovascular Trainee Day, now in its 12th year is a one-day 
educational program that takes place at the Canadian Cardiovascular Congress. 

Trainee Day is an excellent means for trainees to enrich their Congress experience. 
Trainee Day sessions focus on providing information that helps trainees become 
young independent researchers and clinicians.

A special thanks to this year’s planning committee who put together a stellar 
program.

annual  
Canadian  
CardiovasCular  
trainee day

2013 trainee day  
Planning Committee 
memBers

Sanjog Kalra

Sonya K. Hui

preeti Anand 

Debraj Das

Douglas Hayami

leila laroussi 

Judy luu 

Kristin lyons 

Anton Mihic 

Dimitrios tsirigotis
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Visionary  
($5,000 and up) 

Victor Huckell 
nisar Huq 
Charles Kerr
Heather J. Ross
Wadea tarhuni

President’s Circle 
($1,000 - $4,999) 

paul Armstrong
Rob Beanlands
Margaret Blackwell
Renzo Cecere
Benjamin Chow
Bibiana Cujec
Ross Davies
Derek exner 
Anne Gillis 
lyall Higginson
Robert Howard
Jonathan Howlett 
Catherine Kells
William Kostuk 
Howard leong-poi
evan lockwood
peter Mclaughlin
Roland Mikhail
Dakshina Murthy 
Frank nigro
Blair o’neill
Donald palisaitis
Robert Sheldon
Anthony tang 
Robert Roberts 
Jean-François tanguay 
Alan White
D. George Wyse
Rodney Zimmermann

Benefactors  
($500 - $999) 

Ronald Bourgeois
Michael Freeman
George Garbe 
Michelle Graham 
Gabor Gyenes 

Milan Gupta
Simon Jackson
Albert Kryski
Denis phaneuf 
erick Schampaert
Malcolm Silver
Stuart Smith 
Dylan taylor
Mustafa toma
Wladyslaw Wojcik

Friends  
(up to $499)

Beth Abramson
Ian Adatia
Abdullah Al otaibi
naheed Ali 
Keysun Alizadehranjbar
Abdulwahab Alkhalifa 
Mansour Alqurashi
todd Anderson 
J. Malcolm Arnold
Marie Audelin
Mariano Badra
Michael Baird
Arden Barry
Arsène Basmadjian
Harald Becher
Israel Belenkie
Vicki Bernstein 
olivier Bertrand 
Gary Bloomberg
peter Bolli
Kayoomars Boroomand
nicolas Bousette
neil Brass
Myriam Brassard 
Robert Brown
Kevin Browne
Julia Cadrin-tourigny
John Cairns 
lucille Carling-Chambers
Jean-Christophe Carvalho
Yves Castonguay
Kwan-leung Chan
tomas Cieza
eric Alan Cohen
Ruth Collins-nakai 
Francisco Cordova

Ricardo Costa
paolo Costi
Dominic Covvey
Albert Cox
Richard Crowell 
Michel D’Astous
Benoit Daneault 
Adrian Dancea 
Robert De larochellière 
Jacobus De Villiers
Robert Del Grande
François Delage
Jean-pierre Dery
Dushyant Desai
Jag Dhar 
Jean Diodati 
paul Dorian 
Anique Ducharme 
Kim Duncan
Chris Feindel
Anne Ferguson
Keith Finnie 
Marcel Fournier
eric Fretz
Michael Froeschl
Aldo Furlani
Jacques Gareau 
nitin Ghorpade 
nicholas Giacomantonio 
nadia Giannetti
Christopher Glover
François Gobeil 
Robert Gow
Anthony Graham
James Graham 
Jamie Graham
John Graham 
Martin Green
Ramsay Gunton 
naiyer Habib
louise Harris
Richard Harvey 
Douglas Hayami
Robert Hegele
paul Hendry
Robert Hoeschen
George Honos
Richard Hooper
Jaroslav Hubacek
Derek Human 

Dennis Humen 
John Imrie 
Debra Isaac
George Jablonsky
Richard James 
Alexandra Jevremovic
David Johnstone 
Bruce Josephson 
Bodh Jugdutt
Yacoob Kathrada
Angela Kealey
Bakhtiar Kidwai
Marla Kiess 
David Kinloch
Gerald Klassen
Merril Knudtson
Vikas Kuriachan
Zaheer lakhani 
Andre lamy
eric larose
leila laroussi
David latter
Charles lazzam 
Catherine le Feuvre 
Richard leather
Michel lemieux
Robert lesoway
Jose lopez
Hung ly
Ian MacDonald
Sheldon Magder
Gyaandeo Maharajh
peiman Malek-Marzban
Rizwan Manji
pooran Manmohansingh 
Samer Mansour 
Brian McCrindle 
Michael McDonald 
Maurice McGregor
I. Ross Mclean
Steven Meyer 
Robert Miller
l. Brent Mitchell
Henry Mizgala
Franck Molin 
François-pierre Mongeon
Samer Monsour
Stanley nattel 
Gary newton
Gustavo nogareda 

paul novak
edward o’Brien 
eileen o’Meara
erwin oechslin 
Gavin oudit
Maral ouzounian
pierre pagé 
Mladen palaic
Anthony panos 
thomas parker 
Ian paterson
Stephen pearce 
louis perrault
Vivian petropoulos 
Roger philipp
François philippon 
philippe pibarot
J. Geoffrey pickering
paul timothy pollak
Brendan Quinn 
F. Russell Quinn
Alphonsus Rajakumar
Miroslaw Rajda
Sherryn Rambihar
Sarah Ramer 
George Rewa
John Rothschild 
Jacques Rouleau
Denis Roy
Bal Sahay
Magdi Sami 
John Sapp
Hugh Scully
lisa Semeniuk
Suryakant Shah
Miriam Shanks
Dominique Shum-tim
Brian Sinclair
Sewa Singal 
Jitendra Singh 
Allan Skanes 
Jeffrey Smallhorn 
Hugh W. Smith 
Stuart Smith
Aurelia Soltan 
laurence Sterns
John Stewart
James Stone
Bradley Strauss 
Martin Strauss

Jan Surkes
neville Suskin
Bruce Sussex
elizabeth Swiggum 
James tam 
Christina templeton 
Hendrik ter Keurs 
Robert teskey
nicolas thibodeau-Jarry
Wallace troup 
Chantal trudeau
Michael turabian
Wayne tymchak
Benjamin tyrrell
Michael tyrrell
Jacob udell 
Mathieu Walker 
James Warnica
Andrew Warren
lisa Welikovitch
eva Welisch
Robert Welsh
Michel White
Randall Williams
Stephen Wilton
Andrew Wong
Kenny Wong
Shelley Zieroth

Community 
Donors

CIHR Institute of  
  Circulatory and  
  Respiratory Health    
  (ICRH)
Intertask  
  Conference ltd.
Muttart Foundation 
united Way of ottawa
Vancouver Island Judo  
  Academy and Society

our 2012–2013 
donors
Donations from individuals and organizations 
make our valued CCSA programs possible.  
Support the Canadian Cardiovascular Society 
Academy today! Thank you! 

Donations received  
between April 1st, 2012 – 
March 31st, 2013



FinanCial 
statement
April 1, 2012 – March 31, 2013

Summary of Operations
Revenue                                                                     
 Donation from members $ 97,396 
 Investment             56,322 
 Bank interest               1,048 
 Interest on promissory note               9,612 
 Contribution             10,000 
 Donation from others               5,654 
 Registration               6,000 

 total revenue  $ 186,032 

Expenses   
 Administration             91,728 
 Trainee Initiatives             44,496 
 Have a Heart Bursary Program             33,187 
 Adult Trainee Review Program             22,366 
 CJC Subscription fees             27,188 
 Pediatric Trainee Review Program               1,693 
 Cardiac Surgery Trainee Program             16,629 

 total expenses $ 237,287 

 Unrealized gains (losses) on  
 held-for-trading financial investments             62,429 
 Excess (deficiency) of revenue over expenses $ 11,174 

Summary of Financial Position  
Assets  
 Current Assets $ 202,469 
 Investments $ 1,566,125 
 Promissory Note, receivable from CCS $ 221,829 

 total assets $ 1,990,423 

Liabilities  
 Current Liabilities $ 19,125 
 Net Assets $ 1,971,298 

 total liabilities and net assets $ 1,990,423 

Complete financial statements and the auditor’s report for the fiscal year of April 1st, 2012 to 
March 31st, 2013 are available to CCSA members upon request.

helPing 
to keeP 
trainee 
knowledge  
Current

the CCSA is proud 
to offer trainees  
in a cardiovascular  
program or  
research with a free  
subscription to the 
Canadian Journal  
of Cardiology.
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