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The Canadian Cardiovascular Society Academy (CCSA) is a 
charitable organization that was created in 2000 by the Canadian 
Cardiovascular Society.

The CCSA provides cardiovascular trainees with unique 
programs and services from the moment they begin specialized 
training through to the first years of employment. The Academy 
has chosen to focus on providing support for medical students, 
prospective cardiovascular specialists, scientists in training and 
current cardiovascular trainees as a means of encouraging the 
continuation of a strong cardiovascular sector in the future.

CCSA PROGRAMS DELIVERED IN 2017

Cardiac Surgery TRP 

Adult Cardiology TRP 

Pediatric Cardiology TRP 

Have a Heart Bursary Program 

Annual Cardiovascular Trainee Program at CCC 

Trainee Networking Luncheon at CCC 

Inaugural Dr. Charles Kerr Award

Donations from individuals and organizations provide  
the necessary funding to develop new and expand existing 
valued CCSA programs.
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MESSAGE  
FROM THE  
PRESIDENT

Dear Donors, Volunteers and Readers…  
Thank you!

I am truly honored to lead the Academy for the next two years.  

I would like to thank Dr. Victor Huckell for his outstanding  

leadership during his term as President.

It gives me great pleasure to share with you the accomplishments 

in another successful year for the CCSA – made possible by your 

support and commitment to fostering a strong cardiovascular 

future. 

In 2017 our Academy:

• granted a Have a Heart Travel bursary to  

15 promising young Canadian students to attend  

the Canadian Cardiovascular Congress (CCC) in Vancouver. 

This program introduces these bright young minds to members 

of the cardiovascular community, provides them with  

opportunity to interact with leaders in the field, and to discuss 
their career aspirations; 

•  prepared 88 Trainees to write the Royal College 

exam – The Royal College exam is a critical milestone for our 

senior clinical trainees in adult cardiology, pediatric cardiology and 

cardiac surgery. The program tests knowledge and sharpens 

examination skills. These review programs provide trainees 

the opportunity to network with program faculty and fellow 

trainees from across the country. Our programs have been 

running annually for a decade with more than 99% participation 

from our trainees. They continue to be highly valued and  

considered by those who participate as “must attend”  

programs;

•  provided 32 trainees with the opportunity to  

gain valuable experience as active participants on  

CCS Standing Committees. Our trainees were active planning 

educational events, leading working groups, participating as 

junior editors of the Canadian Journal of Cardiology (CJC) to name 

a few. All of these opportunities are made possible through 

the work and dedication of the Trainee Committee who are 

responsible for planning a number of initiatives such as the 

Trainee Program at the Canadian Cardiovascular Congress 

(CCC), the Annual Networking Luncheon, and communication 

initiatives including the Trainee section on the CCS website 

and leading social media platforms which has led to increased 

and more timely communications amongst trainees.  

•  awarded three Dr. Charles Kerr Award. This award 

was created in memory of Dr. Charles Kerr who passed away 

earlier this year. Charlie was a past president of our Academy 

and generous supporter of the CCSA from its inception.  

The Board of Directors remains highly engaged. We are proud of 

our successes and trainees. We will provide the best programs 

in the most efficient manner, while focusing on the goals of the 
academy. 2018 will be even greater! 

Thank you for a tremendous year, and for your support of  

our Academy. 

Sincerely,

Lyall Higginson, MD, FRCPC, FCCS 

President, CCSA

Thank you for donating. Thank you 
for giving your time. Thank you for 
believing in our Academy – we could 
not be what we are without you!
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2017 CARDIAC  
SURGERY TRAINEE 
REVIEW PROGRAM 

The 10th Cardiac Surgery Trainee Review 
Program was held February 10-11, 2017  
in Montréal. There were 19 cardiac surgery 
residents in attendance, of which 8 were 
scheduled to write the exam in 2017. The 
program was also opened to 5th year trainees 
and provided them with much appreciated 
exposure to the oral examination process. 
The 2018 Program is scheduled for February 
16th to 17th in Montreal.

The CCS and CCSA wish to extend their 
thanks to the following faculty members  
for their contribution and for providing an 
outstanding learning opportunity for  
Canada`s cardiac surgery trainees.

2017 Cardiac Surgery TRP Faculty

2017 ADULT  
CARDIOLOGY TRAINEE 
REVIEW PROGRAM  

The 12th offering of the Adult Cardiology 
Trainee Review Program was held April 21-23, 
2017 in Toronto. There were 64 third-year 
trainees in attendance along with 16 Faculty. 
The program serves as a valuable opportunity 
for third-year Adult Cardiology residents  
to prepare for the RCPSC fellowship  
examination. The 2018 Program is scheduled 
for April 13th to 15th in Toronto. 

We would like to thank the Adult Cardiology  
TRP Planning Committee members who 
volunteered their time and provided  
leadership in developing and delivering  
this program:

2017 Adult Cardiology TRP Faculty

2017 PEDIATRIC  
CARDIOLOGY TRAINEE 
REVIEW PROGRAM  

The 11th Pediatric Cardiology Trainee Review 
Program was held May 5-7, 2017 at the 
Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto.  
This year, there were 5 attendees representing 
programs from across Canada. The TRP 
continues to provide a unique program that 
is valued and meets the residents’ needs. 
Probably the most long standing benefit 
of the TRP is that it brings together the 
future pediatric cardiologists in Canada. 
It establishes the contacts and hopefully 
fosters friendships that will build a stronger 
national pediatric cardiology organization, 
supporting the CCS, in the future. The 2018 
program is scheduled for April 27th to 29th 
in Toronto.

The CCS and CCSA wish to thank  
the Pediatric Cardiology TRP Planning 
Committee for putting together this  
outstanding program and for contributing 
their time to its success:

2017 Pediatric Cardiology TRP Faculty

TRAINEE  
REVIEW 
PROGRAMS 
(TRPs)

The TRPs provide trainees with realistic exposure to the examination process 
and offer an opportunity for feedback from faculty. The programs test their 
knowledge and exam writing skills and provide an overview of all aspects 
of the exam. In addition, TRPs provide trainees the valuable opportunity to 
network with program faculty and fellow trainees from across Canada.

“Very well organized. Found information presented very helpful. Interactive  
sessions were particularly useful to identify weaknesses.”   
— 2017 CS TRP Participant

“Great weekend! Very helpful! Thank you so much!” — 2017 Participant

Jessica Forcillo, Chair 
Mitesh Badiwala 
Vincent Chan  
Anson Cheung 
Jessica Forcillo 
Maxime Laflamme 
Fanny Lange 

Daniel Lodge 
François-Pierre Mongeon 
Maral Ouzounian 
Maude Pagé 
Mackenzie Quantz 
Luis Quinonez 
Christian Rosu

“Thank you for organizing this excellent program! It has been  
very useful to prepare and be introduced to the RC exam.  
The questions and review material provided are invaluable!” 
— 2017 AC TRP Participant

Michael Froeschl, Chair 
Mathieu Bernier 
Annabelle Chen-Tournoux 
Nisha Ann D’Mello 
Nadine Gauthier 
Christopher Glover 
Samir Hazra 
Malek Kass 

Evan E. Lockwood 
Gillian Nesbitt 
Mohamed Nosair 
Sarah Ramer 
Mouhamed Sadek 
Mathieu Walker 
Kibar Yared 
Eric Yu

Kenny K. Wong, Chair 
Caroline Escudero 
Michael Grattan 

Émilie Jean St-Michel 
Lily Lin 
Derek T. Wong



2017 HAVE A 

HEART BURSARY 
The Have a Heart Bursary Program, now in its 17th year, is a travel bursary program 
designed to introduce promising young Canadian medical students, graduate students, 
post-graduate trainees and basic scientists-in-training to the cardiovascular field in 
Canada. This program supports a number of students annually to participate in the 

Canadian Cardiovascular Congress (CCC).

“The Have a Heart Bursary Program was a remarkable once-in-a-lifetime 
experience. As a senior medical student, attendance to the Canadian  
Cardiovascular Congress provided me with an incredible opportunity not 
only to reinforce my knowledge base of cardiovascular principles, but to also 
attain a set of up-to-date clinical pearls very pertinent to clinical practice.  
The opportunity to engage with national leaders within the cardiology  
community face-to-face and to learn from their journeys provided one with 
immense insight into the breadth and depth of personal and professional  
experiences. It was likewise an immense pleasure to network with like-minded 
colleagues in-training, with whom one aspires to maintain lifelong bonds  
as we explore our journeys within the cardiovascular sciences.” 
— Claudia Frankfurter, 2017 HHB Recipient

Congratulations  
to the 2017  
Have a Heart  
Bursary Program 
recipients:
Tayler Buchan (Toronto, ON)

Malak Elbatarny (Kingston, ON)

Claudia Frankfurter (Toronto, ON)

Dora Gyenes (Edmonton, AB)

Mackenzie King (Winnipeg, MB)

Jacinthe Leclerc (Québec, QC)

Laura-Eve Mantella (Kingston, ON)

Connor McGuire (Halifax, NS)

Daniel Park (Toronto, ON)

Guillaume Plourde (Québec, QC)

Daniyil Svystonyuk (Calgary, AB)

Tenneille Tana (Ottawa, ON)

Kevin, Um (Hamilton, ON)

Stephen Wright (Toronto, ON)

Kai Yi Wu (Ottawa, ON)

The Canadian Cardiovascular Society Academy (CCSA) gratefully acknowledges the Canadian 
Institutes of Health Research’s Institute of Circulatory and Respiratory Health (CIHR-ICRH) for 
supporting our future cardiovascular professionals and the 2017 Have a Heart Bursary Program.
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For the past 15 years, the Trainee Day at the Canadian Cardiovascular Congress (CCC) 
has been evolving to meet the needs of the diverse group of young professionals that 
belong to the CCS. At CCC 2017 in Vancouver, the Trainee Day became the Trainee 
Program and was fully integrated with the main CCC. Sessions ran continuously 
throughout the 3 days. This new format was highly received by trainees. We continue 
to leverage a number of resources to develop a program that caters to a broad array 
of trainees. This year’s program was supported by dozens of senior CCS members and 
included interactive workshops, hands-on skills labs, networking opportunities, a new 
“Trainee Lounge” and the popular networking luncheon.

“The Trainee Program at CCC embodies the CCS Trainee Experience.  
Attendees come from all disciplines and geographies, the topics range from 
the clinical to the investigative to the personal, and faculty include physicians, 
scientists, business people, policy-makers and more. Programming of this 
breadth would not be possible without the continued support of the CCS 
and its staff, the CCS Academy, the CIHR, the senior CCS members and 
partners who lead workshops and the committee of dedicated trainees  
who work year-round to plan this event.”

— William McIntyre and Varinder Randhawa

A special thanks to the following members of the Trainee Program planning committee 
for putting together a stellar program.

ANNUAL  
CANADIAN  
CARDIOVASCULAR 
TRAINEE  
PROGRAM
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2017 TRAINEE PROGRAM PLANNING  
COMMITTEE MEMBERS
William McIntyre, Co-Chair 
Varinder Randhawa, Co-Chair 
Katherine Allan
Safia Chatur 
Chris Cheung 
Adrian Chikwanha 
Claudia Coté 
Stephanie Kereliuk 

Jessica Laks 
Lawrence Lau 
Arthur Lee 
Christopher Parr 
Edward Percy 
Kim Phan 
Erin Rayner-Hartley 
Tenneille Tana 

Keerit Tauh 
Nicolas Thibodeau-Jarry 
Patrick Vigneault 
Darryl Wan 
Weiang Yan 
Daniel Van Zanten

Over 225 trainees attended 
the 2017 Trainee Program 
and Networking Luncheon  
in Vancouver. 



INAUGURAL  
DR. CHARLES 
KERR AWARD 
This award was created in memory of Dr. Charles Kerr who passed away earlier this 
year.  Charlie was a past president of our Academy and generous supporter of the 
CCSA from its inception. 

The Dr. Charles Kerr Award will be given annually to up to three residents that epitomize 
Charlie’s goals for the cardiovascular community and strive to embody his legacy 
through encouraging and advocating for those in need of assistance or support

“During his many years of service, Dr. Kerr was a exceptional mentor and 
teacher among trainees, and an exceptional physician and advocate among 
patients. It was a true honour for myself and my colleagues to receive  
the Dr. Charles Kerr Award in recognition of his many accomplishments 
and unwavering advocacy.”

— Christopher Cheung, 2017 recipient

Congratulations  
to this year’s  
inaugural recipients:
Rebecca Mathew 

University of Ottawa

Christopher Cheung 

University of British Columbia

Ayaaz Sachedina 

University of Western Ontario

(from left to right) Dr. Victor Huckell (CCSA Past-President), Dr. Rebecca Mathew, Dr. Christopher Cheung 
& Dr. Ayaaz Sachedina at the 2017 CCS Awards Ceremony
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Visionary  
($5,000 and up) 

Mangeet Chahal
Catherine Kells
Heather Ross

President’s 
Circle  
($1,000 – $4,999) 

James Abel
Todd Anderson
Robert Beanlands
Margaret Blackwell
Bibiana Cujec
Marc Deyell
Vladimir Dzavik
Michael Freeman
Martin Gardner
Anne Gillis
Michelle Graham
Robert Hegele
Lyall Higginson
Howard Leong-Poi
Dakshina Murthy
John Parker
Brian Potter
Robert Sheldon
Samuel Siu
James Stone
Anthony Tang
Dylan Taylor
Mustafa Toma
Andrew Wong
Shelley Zieroth
Rodney Zimmermann

Benefactors  
($500 – $999) 

Filio Billia
Mbuyu Bushidi
Ross Davies
Eric Demeule
Milan Gupta
Gabor Gyenes
Michael Hartleib
Robert Howard
Simon Jackson
Clarence Khoo
Marla Kiess
William Kostuk
Jean-Pierre Lavoie
Evan Lockwood

Peter McLaughlin
Omid Salehian
Stuart Smith
Jean-François Tanguay
James Warnica
Wladyslaw Wojcik

Friends  
(up to $499)

Abdullah Aboulisayen
Jawed Akhtar
Pauline Alakija
Ana Carolina Alba
Abdulaziz Algethami
Abdul Al-Hesayen
Naheed Ali
Fahad Alkindi
Mar cAllard
Joel Allen
Nanette Alvarez
Hani Amad
Ismeil Amhalhal
Amin Aminbakhsh
Jason Andrade
Paul Angaran
Paul Armstrong
Kathryn Ascah
Richard Baillot
Kevin Bainey
Nouf Baker
Amanda Barlow
Miguel Barrero Garcia
Arden Barry
Arsène Basmadjian
Harald Becher
Walid Ben Ali
Lynn Bergin
David Birnie
Azim Bharmal
Jonathan Bishinsky
Marie-Hélène Blain
Natalie Bottega
Jovan Bozinovski
Neil Brass
Myriam Brassard
Lawrence Burr
Jeffrey Burton
Julia Cadrin-Tourigny
John Cairns
Lucille Carling-Chambers
Jean-Christophe Carvalho
Margaret Cases
Tiscar Cavalle-Garrido

Kwan Leung Chan
Mark Chandy
François Charbonneau
Edgar Chedrawy
James Cherry
Robert Chisholm
Richard Choi
Jonathan Choy
Tomas Cieza
Brian Clarke
Eric Cohen
Kim Connelly
Jennifer Conway
Luc Cormier
Ricardo Costa
Paolo Costi
Jean-Marc Côté
Benoit Coutu
Simone Cowan
Jafna Cox
Richard Crowell
Gilles Dagenais
Nagib Dahdah
Adrian Dancea
Lorretta Daniel
Robert De Larochelliere
Anthony Della Siega
Catherine Demers
Jag Dhar
Anne Dipchand
Michael Domanski
Paul Dorian
Anique Ducharme
Katia Dyrda
Justin Ezekowitz
Chris Feindel
Anne Ferguson
Anne Fournier
Ronald Fowlis
Darren Freed
Eric Fretz
Michael Froeschl
Deborah Fruitman
Aldo Furlani
François Gagnon
George Garbe
Vernon Gebhardt
Nicholas Giacomantonio
Nadia Giannetti
Christopher Glover
François Gobeil
Shaun Goodman
Elaine Gordon
Anthony Graham

Jamie Graham
John Graham
Christopher Gray
Martin Green
Paul Greenwood
Isabelle Greiss
Peter Guerra
Richard Haichin
Karen Harkness
Louise Harris
Richard Harvey
M. Sherif Hashem
Douglas Hayami
George Honos
Martin Hosking
Christine Houde
Jonathan Howlett
Derek Human
Dennis Humen
Debra Isaac
George Jablonsky
Frédéric Jacques
Richard James
Ernest Janzen
Hugues Jeanmart
Christopher Johnson
Marc Jolicoeur
Campbell Joyner
Jacqueline Joza
Luc Jutras
Sherief Kamel
Michal Kantoch
Zamaneh Kassiri
Leslie Kasza
Grigorios Katsouras
Katherine Kavanagh
Angela Kealey
Charles Kerr
Heather Kertland
Aamir Khan
William Kidd
Bakhtiar Kidwai
Teresa Kieser
Hahn Hoe Kim
Gerald Klassen
Merril Knudtson
Vikas Kuriachan
Christopher Lai
Zaheer Lakhani
Eric Larose
Charles Lazzam
Michel Le May
Richard Leather
Marie-Hélène LeBlanc

Yves Leclerc
Jacinthe Leclerc
Tony Lee
Candace Lee
Eric Lehr
Robert Lemery
Peter Leong-Sit
Robert Lesoway
Peter Liu
Hung Ly
Sheldon Magder
Gyaandeo Maharajh
Rizwan Manji
Samer Mansour
Dante Manyari
Cindy Mason
Jean Pierre Mayer
Brian McCrindle
Michael McDonald
William McIntyre
James McKinney
Catherine McLellan
James McMeekin
Steven Meyer
Caroline Michel
Robert Miller
L Brent Mitchell
Andrew Moeller
Franck Molin
Blandine Mondésert
François-Pierre Mongeon
Sharon Mulvagh
Madhu Natarajan
Girish Nair
Stanley Nattel
Phong Nguyen-Ho
Gustavo Nogareda
Brice Nouthé
Paul Novak
Erwin Oechslin
Eileen O’Meara
Blair O’Neill
Zardasht Oqab
Teddi Orenstein Lyall
Andreas Orfanos
Gavin Oudit
Pierre Pagé
Donald Palisaitis
Thomas Parker
Ian Paterson
Stephen Pearce
Glen Pearson
Michel Pellerin
Vivian Petropoulos

François Philippon
Philippe Pibarot
J Geoffrey Pickering
Sylvain Plante
Paul Poirier
Petr Polasek
Paul Timothy Pollak
Charles Pollick
Brendan Quinn
Ata-ur-Rehman Quraishi
Marie-Josée Raboisson
Jennifer Rajala
Miroslaw Rajda
Fauzi Ramadan
Vivian Rambihar
Sarah Ramer
Vivek Rao
Rajeev Rao
Mandana Rasti
Jean-Marc Raymond
Leon Rioux
Léna Rivard
Barry Rose
John Rothschild
Fraser Rubens
Terrence Ruddy
Lawrence Rudski
Marc Ruel
Jennifer Russell
Magdi Sami
Roopinder Sandhu
John Sapp
Zion Sasson
Claude Sauvé
Erick Schampaert
Daryl Schantz
Hugh Scully
Suryakant Shah
Kamal Sharma
Ali Shickh
Ying Tung Sia
Gerald Simkus
Brian Sinclair
Jitendra Singh
Sachchida Sinha
Allan Skanes
Frank Spence
Laurence Sterns
Bradley Strauss
Jan Surkes
Neville Suskin
Bruce Sussex
James Swan
Elizabeth Swiggum

Jonathan Tang
Patrick Teefy
Christina Templeton
Koon Kang Teo
Hendrik Ter Keurs
Robert Teskey
Pierre Tessier
Nicolas Thibodeau-Jarry
Olga Toleva
Thanh-Thao Ton-Nu
Mouhieddin Traboulsi
Guy Tremblay
Wayne Tymchak
Benjamin Tyrrell
Jacob Udell
James Velianou
Sean Virani
Mathieu Walker
Heather Warren
Phillip Wattam
Robert Welsh
Randall Williams
Stephen Wilton
Kenny Wong
Kenneth Yvorchuk
Oanali Zavery

Community  
Donors

AstraZeneca  
 Canada Inc.
Intertask  
 Conferences Limited
The Muttart  
 Foundation

More than 150 
CCS Members have 
collectively donated 
more than 1000 
hours towards the 
planning and delivery 
of programs for our 
future cardiovascular 
professionals. We 
wish to underscore 
member’s time and 
financial contribu-
tions to the CCSA in 
support of trainees.

OUR DONORS
Donations received between October 1st, 2016 and September 30th, 2017. 
Donations from individuals and organizations make our valued CCSA programs possible.  
Support the Canadian Cardiovascular Society Academy today. Thank you! 

Complete financial statements and the auditor’s report for the fiscal year of April 1st, 2016 to March 31st, 2017 are available to CCSA members upon request.6

The following 
institutions made 
generous donations 
in aggregate from all 
of their members. 
Thank you to these 
institutions for their 
collective support 
of the CCSA and its 
trainee initiatives.

The University of Toronto Division of 
Cardiology, from the following hospitals, 
St-Michael’s, Sunnybrook Health Sciences 
Centre, University Health Network,  
and Women’s College Hospital. 

The University of Ottawa Heart 
Institute’s Division of Cardiology and 
Cardiac Surgery. 

The Canadian Cardiovascular Society Academy gratefully 
acknowledges the Canadian Institutes of Health Research’s 
Institute of Circulatory and Respiratory Health  
(CIHR-ICRH) for supporting our future cardiovascular 
professionals and the 2017 Have a Heart Bursary Program.


